GOD (PATI)

Umapati Sivam uses two terms to denote God i.e./
Tarcivam and Ta^param, Ta^civam literally means that Sivam.
Madurai Sivaprakasar splits the word into t^r + Sivam i.e.,
Sivam that is self-existent, without any modifications, while
the author of Cintanai Urai takes Ta^ciwm to mean Suddha
Sivam1 While Tarcivam comes in the thirteenth verse,
Ta^parum and Ci^param occur in the eightieth verse, which
describes the jagraWa state. Cintanaz Urai and Madurai
Sivaprakasar agree in holding that Tarparam denotes Sivam
and Cirparam denotes the grace of the Lord.2

The self-existent Sivam is the divine ground whose
essence may be described as unconditioned Being, independent
consciousness and infinite ie, unlimited bliss. This is Sivam
or Tardvam which has no modifications and this is the
essential definition of God.3 When Sivam is associated with
the souls and when it helps the souls. It is called Sakti.
The same Sivam considered in relation to the cosmic
functions is called P^ti, the Lord. God acts through His
Sakti with which He is integrally associated. Sakti is of
the nature of an unlimited character of desire {iccha), pure
knowledge {J^dno) and an unlimited freedom of act (kriya)'

The four vedas and twenty eight Agamas reckoned as
many works deal with ths concepts of God, bound souls
and bonds-4 (Pali, Pasu and Rasd). Pali is the highest
among the three categories.5 Pati is beyond the material
distinction of form and no form and it has no qualry or
mark The author o? Cintanai Urai raises the question when
these two qualities are shared by Paii with the souls,
what is the importance of P^ti over souls ?G Umapati Sivam